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slow, quiet and still. He had no dash, no temper.
He was dogged and patient, and had little or no
joy in life. The one deep force that moved him
was a sense of duty. He was religious and a devout
Catholic, and he believed that only in his Church
could salvation be found. Therefore he saw it as
a plain duty, laid on him by God, to keep his
subjects faithful to that Church. He could, and
did, oppose the Pope and check Papal interference
in Spain; but as far as in him lay he struggled to
fulfil his duty to his subjects by saving their souls
from heresy.
As long as Elizabeth did not interfere with his
subjects he would leave her alone, but when she
threatens the power of Spain then he must crush
her.
Actually Spain had always been the power
England feared, though Scotland had absorbed
interest first, but from now on Philip's shadow
crept nearer and nearer* Elizabeth's true title
to fame is to be found in her struggle with Spain.
Probably she enjoyed the struggle, and certainly
she found in it less bitterness than in her dealings
with Mary Stuart. Elizabeth was so clever and
so quick. She enjoyed matching her brains against
Philip's. She was so bold and so determined.
She was never over-awed, and she never showed
the slightest fear of him. Her pride and her
fierceness were exactly what England wanted. Her
people knew that she would never give way; she
Would never be humbled; she would always